APPENDIX: X

(BEWARE OF)

PUNISHMENTS IN AL-QURAN

5:77- Say: "O people of the Book! exceed not in your religion the bounds (of what is proper)
trespassing beyond the truth nor follow the vain desires of people who went wrong in times gone

by who misled many and strayed (themselves) from the even way. 785
Excess, as opposed to moderation and reason, is the simplest
test by which a hypocrite or a selfish man who "trades™ on
religion, is known from a sincere, pious, and truly religious
man. Excess means that truth is sometimes concealed or
trampled upon, that the fashions of ancestors or
contemporaries are copied or overdone, and Allah's name is
dishonoured by blasphemies or the setting up of false gods or
fetishes, or that good {or even bad) men are deified and
worshipped. The true path is the even path, the path of

rectitude. |:':f. ii. 108, and v. 12}. Truth is Somenmes‘
concealed or trampled upon & fashions of ancestors copied|
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5:78- Curses were pronounced on those among the Children of Israel who rejected faith by the
tongue of David and of Jesus the son of Mary: because they
disobeyed and persisted in excesses. 786 787
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5:79 - Nor did they (usually) forbid one another the iniquities which they committed: evil indeed

were the deeds which they did. 788
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Forbid one another the|

iniquities they committed.

5:80-Thou seest many of them turning in friendship to the unbelievers. Evil indeed are (the works)
which their souls have sent forward before them (with the result) that Allah's wrath is on them and

in torment will they abide.
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5:81-If only they had believed in Allah in the Apostle and in what hath been revealed to him never
would they have taken them for friends and protectors but most of them are rebellious wrong-

doers.

P P == _ P
ST GGG BEE BdcnEe Bl sme 5dm EC.’_ C,“CH..CI,_
= 7 =
Pt Eoy S Fo oo PR PR = £ i
[i.r-.)a?/:-..lfl:, ETEDE &J LRLIE 0 Byedh mE, [;ﬁm@%;
_ —_— P = P = T o - k) =)
DE) EimeE [F\?{J-jruj &Qd-\_ﬂ LD SD DU D5 e
.5.' — -k B




5.:81. gysuiseir ysvsvTsypailesr t55/td BLIUsT 651D, ysui 15 B)mshssLiti’ 1 Hleor 16%/10(Ceus5)
IBLOLII% 605 O T6vdTIY (/B TTT FH6NTGOTT6D, 96U/ FH6lT, HMool i BNNS 2 DM BETLIT BT (%/5/56/60T)

QY B 0] TEOITLY (155 LOML LTI SB61T, 46dTT6L YU FBenlsV Y GIBs/ LITIBNTTSG6Y (3)(155%560TM6ITIT-

| 6:65-See they not how many of those before them We did destroy?|
Generations We had established on the earth in strength such as We have not given|
to you for whom We poured out rain from the skies in abundance and gave (fertile)
streams flowing beneath their (feet): yet for their sins We destroyed them and raised|
in their wake fresh generations (to succeed them). 839

Mow comes the argument from history, looking badkwards and

forwards, If we are so short-sighted or arrogant as to

suppose that we are firmly established on this earth, secure

in aur privileges,we are reminded of much greater nations in

the past, who failed in their duty and were wiped out. In their

fate we must read our own fate, if we fail likewise! But those

without faith, instead of fadng facts squarely ™turn away

therefrom.™ A) Qirtas, in the Apostle's life, could only mean

"parchment,” which was commaonly used as writing material in

Western Asia from the 2nd century B.C. The word was

derived from the Greek, Charles (Cf, Latin, "Charta™). Paper,

as we know it, made from rags, was first used by the Arabs
after the conguest of Samargand in 751 A.D. The Chinese
had used it by the 2nd century B.C. The Arabs introduced it
into Europe; it was used in Greece in the 11th and 12th
century, and in Spain through Sidly in the 12th century. The
Papyrus, made from an Egyptian reed, was in Egypt as early
as 2500 B.C. It gave place to paper in Egypt in the 10th
century.
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6:34- Rejected were the Apostles before thee: with patience and constancy they,
bore their rejection| and their wrongs until Our aid did reach them: there is none that can

alter the Words (and Decrees) of Allah. Already hast thou received some account of those
Apostles.
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6:43-When the suffering reached them from Us why then did they not learn humility?
On the contrary their hearts became hardened and Satan made their (sinful) acts seem
alluring to them. 861

Sorrow and suffering may (if we take them rightly) turn out to
be the best gifts of God to us. According to the Psalms (xdv.
12}, "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, O Lord!™
Through suffering we learn humility, the antidote to many
vices and the fountain of many virtues, But if we take them
the wrong way, we grumble and complain: we become
faint-hearted; and Satan gets his oppurtunity to exploit us by
putting forward the alluring pleasures of his Vanity Fair.
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6:65 - Say: “He hath power to send calamities on you from above and below or to cover you with
confusion in party strife giving you a taste of mutual vengeance each from the other.”
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6:69 - On their account no responsibility falls on the righteous but (their duty) is Eo remind
them that they may (learn to) fear Allah. 892

892 - “Evil to him who evil thinks,” or evil does. Every man is responsible for his
own conduct. But the righteous have two duties: (1) to protect themselves from infection, and
(2) to proclaim God'’s truth,_for even in the most unlikely circumstances, it is possible
that it may have some effect. (6.69)
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(TO REMIND YOU)

Sunan of Abu-Dawood
Hadith 4251 Narrated byAbu Hurayrah

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: There will be civil strife (fitnah) which will
render people deaf, dumb and blind regarding what is right. Those who contemplate it will be
drawn by it, and giving rein to the tongue during it will be like smiting with the sword.




6:123 - Thus have we placed leaders in every town its wicked men to plot (and
burrow) therein: but they only plot against their own souls and they perceive it not.
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6:159 - As for those who divide their religion and break up into sects thou hast no part
in them in the least: their affar is with Allah: He will in the end tell them the truth of all that they did.
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985 - Divide their religion: farraqu: i.e., (1) make a distinction between one part of it and
another, take the part which suits them and reject the rest; or (2) have religion one day of the
week and the world the rest of the six days; or (3) keep “religion in its right place,” as if it did
not claim to govern the whole life; make a sharp distinction between the secular and the
religious; or (4) *show a sectarian bias, seek differences in views, so as to break up the

unity of Islam. (6.159)
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(A note by me)-This they have achieved in abundance-those who are holding
high positions in the mosques, associations, and other organizations, those in power
and running the affairs of the country, those so called politicians, and their cronies,
those so called religious leaders imported from other countries and our
(unqualified) Moulavis turned out from Mushroom Madrasas - immersed in ‘Shirk’, the
so-called educationalists displaying their ignorance in publishing articles trying to
exert their private view points irrespective of Sunnah and the Quran, all
contributing towards misleading and depriving the Innocent Muslims of Allah’s
Blessings and driving them instead to Sin and Anarchy. Wholesale Disputes in
everything we do whether it is Adhan or Jum’ah, Janaza or Kaththam, Hijab, or
Niqab, Sunnah or Obligatory, Haram or Halal, P.M.’s Birthday celebration, celebration
of the Saints & Sheiks, to have - Equals, Helpers. Lords Patrons, Partners, Protectors,




Intercessors, & Others with Allah-in short from the birth to the grave, we are in
dispute. What a sad plight these men have dragged us into! They will continue to do
so and throw away the authentic Hadhis and the Quranic injunctions and stick to only
what their fathers did whether it is right or wrong. (Dear Brothers and Sisters, is it not
a fact that Islam is in the Books and Muslims are in the grave?)

5:104 - When it is said to them: “Come to what Allah hath revealed; come to the Apostle”:
they say. “Enough for us are the ways we found our fathers following”. What!
even though their fathers were void of knowledge and guidance? 810
Cf. ii. 170, Where a Messenger of Truth comes to teach us
the better way, it is foolish to say: "What our ancestors did is
good enough for us.”™
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5:105- O ye who believe! guard your own souls: if ye follow (right)

guidance no hurt can come to you from those who stray. The goal of you all is to
Allah: it is He that will show you the truth of all that ye do. 811




The unity of the one Judage will do perfect justice to each
one's conduct, however different in form it may have
appeared in this world.
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11:109 - Be not then in doubt as to what these men worship. They worship nothing
but what their fathers worshipped before (them): but verily We shall pay them back (in full)
their portion without (the least) abatement. 1611 1612
Their worship is not based on any spiritual attitude of mind.

They merely follow the ways of their fathers.

Allah will take fully into account all their motives in such
mummery as they call worship, and they will have their full
spiritual conseguences in the future.
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11:112 - Therefore stand firm (in the straight path) as thou art commanded : thou and those
who with thee turn (unto Allah); and transgress not (from the Path: for He seeth well all that ye do.
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11:113 - And incline not to those who do wrong or the Fire will seize you; and ye have no
protectors other than Allah nor shall ye be helped.
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11:93 - “And O my people! do whatever ye can: | will do (my part): soon will ye know who it is
on whom descends the Penalty of ignominy and who is a liar ! And watch ye! For | too am
watching with you!" 1594 1595

If the wicked will continue to blaspheme and mocdk, what can

the godly say but this? "Watch and wait! Allah's Plan works

without fail! I have faith, and I too will watch with you for its

fulfilment.” Cf. x. 102, and n. 1434,
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18:2- (He hath made it) Straight (and clear) in order that He may warn (the godless) of a
terrible Punishment from Him and that He may give Glad Tidings to the Believers who
work righteous deeds that they shall have a goodly Reward. 2327

Qaivim: straight, that which has no bends and no corners to
mystify people, that which speaks dearly and unambiguously,
that which guides to the right path. Cf. ix. 36, where the
adjective is used for a straight usage, in contrast to usages,
which tend to mystify and deceive people. The Qur-an is
above all things straight, dear, and perspicuous. Its
directions are plain for everyone to understand. Any book
that deals with the highest mysteries of spiritual life must
necessarily have portions whose full meaning is dearer to
some minds than to others not so well prepared. But here
there is nowhere any mystification, any desire to wrap up
things in dark sayings repugnant to human reason. Allah's

purpose is to give dear warning of spiritual dangers and lead

up to the highest bliss.
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13:11 - But when (once) Allah willeth a people’s punishment there can be no turning it
back nor will they find besides Him any to protect. 1816 1817

See last verse, Every person, whether he conceals or reveals
his thoughts, whether he skulks in darkness or goes about by
day,-all are under Allah's watch and ward. His grace
encompasses everyone, and again and again protects him, if
he wil only take the protection, from harm and evil. Ifin his
folly he thinks he can secretly take some pleasure or profit,
he is wrong, for recording angels record all his thoughts and
deeds.



Allah is not intent on punishment. He created man virtuous
and pure; he gave him inteligence and knowledge; he
surrounded him with all sorts of instruments of His grace and
mercy. If, in spite of all this, man distorts his own will and
goes against Allah's Will, yet is Allah's forgiveness open to him
if he wil take it. Itis only when he has made his own sight
blind and changed his own nature or soul away from the
beautiful mould in which Allah formed it, that Allah's Wrath wil
descend on him and the favourable position in which Allah
placed him will be changed. When once the punishment
comes, there is no turning it badk. Mone of the things which
he relied upon- other than Allah-can possibly protect him.
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16:61 - It Allah were to punish men for their wrongdoing He would not leave on the (earth) a single
living creature but He gives them respite for a stated term: when their  term expires they would



not be able to delay (the punishment) for a single hour just as they would not be able to anticipate
it (for a single hour) 2087

Note:2087-Allah’s decree works without fail. If He were to punish for every wrong or shortcoming,
not a single living creature on earth would escape punishment. But in His infinite mercy and
forgiveness, He gives respite: He provides time for repentance. If the repentance is forthcoming,
Allah’s Mercy is forthcoming without fail. If not, the punishment comes inevitable on the expiry of
the Term. The sinner cannot anticipate it by an insolent challenge. nor can he delay it when the
time arrives. Let him not think that the respite given him may mean that he can do what he likes,
and that he can escape scot-free from the consequences. (16.61)
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Prophet Mohammed'’s £ Last Sermon weeeeeeeeeeeenn...



.....0O People, no prophet or apostle will come after me and no new faith will be born.
Reason well, therefore, O People, and understand my words which | convey to you. | leave
behind me two things, the Qur’an and my example, the Sunnah and if you follow these
you will never go astray.

Sunan of Abu- Dawood
Hadith 4579 Narrated by
AbuHurairah

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: The Jews were split up into seventy-one or
seventy-two sects; and the Christians were split up into seventy one or seventy-two sect;
and my community will be_split up into seventy-three sects.

Biographies of Companions
Ubayy ibn Kab - One of Ubayy’s major fears for the Muslim ummah was that a day
would come when there would be severe strife among Muslims. He often became
overwhelmed with emotion when he read or heard the verse of the Quran.” “Say: He (Allah)
has power to send calamities on you, from above and below, or to cover you with confusion
in_party strife, giving _vyou a taste of mutual vengeance, each from the other.” (Surah al-
An’am. 6:65).....

AL-Tirmidhi Hadith
Hadith 3553 Narrated by
AbuBarzah al-Aslami



Sharik ibn Shihab ..... He added. “At the end of time people looking like this man will
come forth, reciting the Qur'an, but it will not pass their throats. They will swerve from
Islam as an arrow passes through the game at which is it shot, and their
distinguishing mark will be shaving. They will continue to come forth till the last of them
comes forth with the antichrist. When you meet them they will be the worst of men and
beasts.” Nasa'i transmitted it.

7:146 - Those who behave arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right them will | turn away
from My signs they will not believe in them; and if they see the way of right conduct they will
not adopt it as the way; but if they see the way of error that is the way they adopt; for they
rejected Our signs and failed to take warning from them.1110

Ne argument may be simplified thus In paraphrase. |ne ngnt

iz established on the earth as Allah created it: Nature

recognises and obeys Allah's law as fixed for each portion of

Creation. But man, because of the gift of Will, sometimes

upsets this balance. The root-cause is his arrogance, as it

was in the case of Iblis. Allah's Signs are everywhere, but if

they are rejected with scorn and blasphemy, Allah will

withdraw His grace, for sin hardens the heart and makes it

impervious to the truth. Want of faith produces a kind of

blindness to spiritual facts, a kind of deafness to the warnings

of a Day of Account. If we had contumadously rejected faith,

can we hope for anything but justice,-the just punishment of

oUr Sins.
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7:59 - We sent Noah to his people. He said: “O my people! Worship Allah! ye have no
other god but Him. | fear for you the punishment of a dreadful day! 1039



The story of Moah in greater detail will be found in xi. 25-49,
Here the scheme is to tell briefly the stories of some of the
Prophets between Moah and Moses, and lead up thus to a
lesson for the contemporaries of the Prophet Muhammad
himself. When Moah attacked the wickedness of his
generation, he was laughed at for a madman, for he
mentioned the Great Day to come in the Hereafter. Allah's
retribution came soon afterwards-the great Flood, in which
his unbelieving people were drowned, but he and those who
believed in him and came into the Ark were saved.
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7:62 - “I but fulfil towards you the duties of my Lord’s mission: sincere is my advice to
you and | know from Allah something that ye know not.
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7:64 - But they rejected him and we delivered him and those with him in the ark: But We
overwhelmed in the Flood those who rejected our signs. They were indeed a blind people!
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7:65 - To the Ad people (We sent) Hud one of their (own) brethren: He said: “O my
people! Worship Allah! ye have no other god but Him. Will yet not fear (Allah)?” 1040



'he "Ad people, with therr prophet Had, are mentoned In
many places. See espedally xxvi, 123-140, and xivi. 21-26.
Their story belongs to Arabian tradition. Their eponymous
ancestor 'Ad was fourth in generation from Noah, having
been a son of 'Aus, the son of Aram, the son of Sam, the son
of Moah. They occupied a large tract of country in Southern
Arabia, extending from Umman at the mouth of the Arabian
Gulf to Hadhramaut and Yemen at the southern end of the
Red Sea. The people were tall in stature and were great
builders. Probably the long, winding tracts of sands (ahgaf) in
their dominions (xivi. 21) were irrigated with canals. They
forsook the true God, and oppressed their people. A three
vears famine visited them. but vet thev took no warning. At
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7:68- “1 but fulfil towards you the duties of my Lord’s mission: | am to you a sincere

and trustworthy adviser.
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7:72 - We saved him and those who adhered to him by our mercy and we cut off the
roots of those who rejected our S|gns and did not believe.
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69:6 - And the "Ad they were destroyed by a FURIOUS WIND exceedingly violent; 5639

The 'Ad were an unjust people spaoilt by their prosperity, The
prophet Hud preached to them in vain. They were apparently
destroyed by a terrible blast of wind. See n. 1040 to vii. 5.
See also wi. 15-16, n. 4483, and liv. 19, n, 5144,
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69:7 - He made it rage against them seven nights and eight days in succession: so that thou
couldst see the (whole) people lying prostrate in its (path) as if they had been roots of hollow
palm-trees tumbled down! 5640

A graphic simile. Dead men all lying about like hollow trunks of
palm-trees, with their roots exposed! The 'Ad were reputed
to be of a tall stature.
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7:73 - To the Thamud people (We sent) Saleh one of their own brethren: he said: “O my
people! Worship Allah; ye have no other god but Him. Now hath Come unto you a clear (sign

) from your Lord! This she-camel of Allah is a sign unto you: so leave her to graze in Allah’s
earth and let her come to no harm or ye shall be seized with a grievous punishment.



The Thamud people were the successors to the culture and
civilization of the 'Ad people, for whom see n. 1040 and vii. 65
above, They were cousins to the 'Ad, apparently a younger
branch of the same race. Their story also belongs to Arabian
tradition, according to which their eponymous ancestor
Thamud was a son of 'Abir (a brother of Aram), the son of
5am, the son of Moah, Their seat was in the north-west
corner of Arabia (Arabia Petraea), between Madinah and
Syria. It induded both rodsy country (hijr. xv. 80), and the
spacious fertile valley (Wadi) and plains country of Qura,
which begins just north of the City of Madinah and is
traversed by the Hijaz Railway. When the holy Prophet in the
ath year of the Hijra led his expedition to Tabuk (about 400
miles north of Madinah) against the Roman forces, on a
reported Roman invasion from Syria, he and his men came
across the archaeological remains of the Thamud. The
recently excavated rock dty of Petra, near Maan, may go
back to the Thamud, though its architecture has many
features connecting it with Egyptian and Graeco-Roman
culture overlaying what is called by European writers
Mabataean Culture, Whao were the Nabataeans? They were
an old Arab tribe which played a considerable part in history
after they came into conflict with Antigonus Iin 312 B.C.



Their capital was Petra, but they extended their territory
right up to the Euphrates. In 85 B.C. they were lords of
Damascus under their king Haritha (Aretas of Roman history).
For some time they were allies of the Roman Empire and held
the Red Sea littoral. The Emperor Trajan reduced them and
annexed their territory in A.D. 105, The Nabatasans
succeeded the Thamud of Arabian tradition. The Thamud are
mentioned by name in an inscription of the Assyrian King
Sargon, dated 715 B.C., as a people of Eastern and Central
Arabia (Encydopaedia of Islam). See also Appendix VII to 5.
wxvi, With the advance of material dvilisation, the Thamud
people became godless and arrogant, and were destroyed by

an earthguake. Their prophet and warner was Salih, and the
crisis in their history is connected with the story of a
wonderful she-camel: see next note.
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7:78 - So the EARTHQUAKE TOOK them unawares and they lay prostrate in their homes in the
morning!
The retribution was not long delayed. A terrible earthquake
came and buried the people and destroyed their boasted
cvilisation. The calamity must have been fairly extensive in
area and intense in the terror it inspired, for it is described
(liv. 31) as a "single mighty blast™ (saihatan wahidatan), the

sort of terror-inspiring noise which accompanies all big
earthguakes.
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54:30 - Then see how (dreadful) was My punishment after My warnings!
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7:80 - We also (sent) Lut: he said to his people: “Do ye commit lewdness such as no
people in creation (ever) committed before you? 1049

Lut is the Lot of the English Bible. His story is biblical, but
freed from some shameful features which are a blot on the
biblical narrative, (e.q., see Gen. xix. 30-38). He was a
nephew of Abraham, and was sent as a Prophet and warner
to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, dties utterly
destroyed for their unspeakable sins. They cannot be exactly
located, but it may be supposed that they were somewhere in
the plain cast of the Dead Sea. The story of their destruction
iz told in the 19th chapter of Genesis. Two angels in the
shape of handsome young men came to Lot in the evening
and became his guests by night. The inhabitants of Sodom in
their lust for unnatural crime invaded Lot's house but were
repulsed. In the morning, the angels warned Lot to escape
with his family. "Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven;
and He overthrew those dties, and all the plain, and all the
inhabitants of the dties, and that which grew upaon the
ground. But his wife looked back from behind him, and she
became a pillar of salt.™ (Gen, xix, 24-26). Mote that Lot's
people are the people to whom he is sent on a mission. He
was not one of their own brethren, as was Salih or Shu'aib.
But he looked upon his people as his brethren (I, 13), as a
man of God always does.
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7:84 - And We rained DOWN ON THEM A SHOWER (OF BRIMSTONES): then see what
was the end of those who indulged in sin and crime! 1052

The shower is expressly stated in Q. xi. 82 to have been of

stones, In xv, 73-74, we are told that there was a terrible

blast or noise (saihat) in addition to the shower of stones,

Taking these passages into consideration along with Gen. xix.

24, (see n. 1049 above), I think it is legiimate to translate: “a
shower of brimstone,”
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7:85 - To the Madyan people We sent Shu’aib one of their own brethren: he said: “O my
people! worship Allah; ye have no other god but Him. Now hath come unto you a clear (sign)
from your Lord! Give just measure and weight nor withhold from the people the things that
are their due; and do no mischief on the earth after it has been set in order: that will be best

for you if ye have faith.1053 1054
"Madyan” may be identified with "Midian®. Midian and the
Midianites are frequently mentioned in the Qld Testament,
though the particular incident here mentioned belongs to Arab
rather than to Jewish tradition. The Midianites were of Arab
race, though, as neighbours of the Canaanites, they
probably intermixed with them. They were a wandering tribe:
it was Midianite merchants to whom Joseph was sold into
slavery, and who took him to Egypt. Their prindpal territory in
the time of Moses was in the northeast of the Sinai Peninsula,
and east of the Amalekites, Under Moses the Israelites waged
a war of extermination against them: they slew the kings of
Midian, slaughtered all the males, burnt their cties and



NOTE 1054-

castles, and captured their cattle (Mum. o, 7-1 1). This

sounds like total extermination. Yet a few generations
afterwards, they were so powerful that the Israelites for

their sins were delivered into the captivity of the Midianites

for seven years: both the Midianites and their camels were
without number: and the Israelites hid from them in "dens.....
caves, and strongholds™ (Judges vii. 1- 8). Gideon destroyed
them again, (Judges vii. 1-25), say about two centuries after
Moses. As the dedsive battle was near the hill of Maoreh, not

far south of Mount Tabar, we may localise the Midianites on

this occasion in the northern parts of the Jordan valley, at

least 200 miles north of the Sinai Peninsula. This and the
previous destruction under Moses were local, and mention no
town of Midian. In later times there was a town of Madyan on
the cast side of the Gulf of 'Agaba. It is mentioned in
Josephus, Eusebius, and Ptolemy: (Encydopaedia of Islam).
Then it disappears from geography. In Muslim times it was a
revived town with guite a different kind of population, but it
never flourished. The Midianites disappeared from history.

Shu'aib belongs to Arab rather than to Jewish tradition, to
which he is unknown. His identification with Jethro, the
father-n-aw of Moses, has no warrant, and I reject it. There
iz no similarity either in names or inddents, and there are
chronological difficulties (see n. 1064 below). If, as the
Commentators tell us, Shuaib was in the fourth generation
from Abraham, being a great-grandson of Madyan (a son of
Abraham), he would be only about a century from the time of
Abraham, whereas the Hebrew Bible would give us a period of
four to six centuries between Abraham and Moses. The mere
fact that Jathro was a Midianite and that another name,
Hobab, is mentioned for a father-indaw of Moses in Mum x.



i3 slender ground for identificaion. As the Midianites were
inly & nomad tribe, we need not be surprised that their
struction in one or two settlements did not affect their life
wandering sections of the tribe in other geographical

lions. Shu'aib's mission was apparently in one of the sette
vns of the Midianites, which was completely destroyed by
earthquake (vii. 91). If this happened in the century after
raham, there is no difficulty in supposing that they were
3in & numerous tribe, three or five centuries later, in the

e of Moses (see ast note). As they were a mixed

ndering tribe, both their resiience and their eventual
sorption can be easily understood. But the destruction of

the settlement or settlements (if the Wood or Aika was a
separate setement, see n. 2000 to xv. 78) to which Shu'aib
was sent to preach was complete, and no traces of it now
remain. The name of the highest mountain of Yemen, Nabi
Shu'aib (11,000 ft.) has probably no connection with the
geographical territory of the nomad Midianites, unless we
suppose that their wanderings extended so far south from
the territories mentioned in the last note,
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7:91 - But the EARTHQUAKE TOOK THEM UNAWARES and they lay prostrate in their homes
before the morning! 1063
The fate of the Madyan people is described in the same terms
as that of the Thamud in verse 78 above. An earthguake
seized them by night, and they were buried in their own
homes, no longer to vex Allah's earth. But a supplementary
detail is mentioned in xxvi. 189, “the punishment of a day of
overshadowing gloom,” which may be understood to mean a
shower of ashes and cnders accompanying a volcanic
eruption. Thus a day of terrar drove them into their homes,
and the earthquake finished them. The lament of Shu'aib in
verse 93 is almost the same as that of Salih in verse 79, with
two differences: (1) Shu'aib's messages attacked the many
zins of his people (see n. 1055) and are, therefore,
expressed in the plural, while Salin's fight was chiefly against
selfish arrogance, and his message is expressed in the
singular; (2) the Thamud were the more cultured people of
the two, and perished in their own pride; as Salih said, “ye
lowve not good counsellors™; the Midianites were a rougher
people, and their minds were less receptive of argument or
faith; as Shu'aib said, they were a people who “refused to
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believe.
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7:103 - Then after them We sent Moses with Our signs to Pharaoh and his chiefs but they
wrongfully rejected them: so see what was the end of those who made mischief.
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7:130 - We punished the people of Pharaoh with years (of drought) and shortness of
crops; that they might receive admonition.
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7:133 - So We sent (plagues) on them Wholesale death Locusts Lice Frogs and Blood:
signs openly Self-explained; but they were steeped in arrogance a people given to sin.

1090,1091
Tufan = a widespread calamity, causing wholesale death and
destruction. It may be a flood, or a typhoon, or an epidemic,
among men or catte. Perhaps the last is meant, if we may
interpret by the Old Testament story. See also Exod. ix. 3, 9,
15; xii. 29,



In xvii, 101, the reference is to nine Clear Signs, These are:
(1) the Rod (vii. 107), (2) the Radiant Hand (wii. 108), (3) the
years of drought or shortage of water (vii, 130), (4) short
crops (vii. 130), and the five mentioned in this verse, viz., (5)
epidemics among men and beasts, (&) locusts, (7) lice, (8)
frogs, and (9) the water turning to blood.
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7:136 - So We exacted retribution from them: WE DROWNED THEM in the sea because
they rejected Our signs and failed to take warning from them. 1094,1095

When at last Pharaoh let Israel go, they selected, not the
highway to Canaan, along the Mediterranean and by Gaza,
because they were unarmed and would have encountered
immediate opposition there, but by way of the wilderness of
Sinai, They crossed the Red Sea, while Pharaoh's host which
came in pursuit was drowned, Cf, ii. 50.



Where was the Coundl of Pharaoh held in which Moses
addressed Pharoah? Egypt's primary capital in the XVIIIth
Dynasty was Thebes (=Mot-Ammon), but that was mare than
400 miles to the south of the Delta, in whose corner Israel
dwelt. Memphis, on the apex of the Delta, a litle south of
where Cairo is now, was also over 100 miles from Israel's
habitations. The interview must have been either in a Palace
near Goshen, where the Israelites dwelt, or in Zoan (=Tanis),
the Deltaic capital built by a former dynasty, which was of
course still available for the reigning dynasty, and which was
not far from the Israslite setdement.
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7:166 - When in their insolence they transgressed (all) prohibition We said fo them: “Be ye
apes despised and rejected.”
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7:97- Did the people of the towns feel secure against the coming of our wrath by night while
they were asleep? 1067

This and the two following verses should be read together.

They furnish a commentary on the story of the five prophets

that has already been related. Allah's wrath may come by

night or by day, whether people are arrogantly defying

Allah's laws or are sunk in lethargy or vain dreams of

unreality. Who can escape Allah's decree, and who can feel

themselves outside it except those who are seeking their own
ruin?
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7:98 - Or else did they feel secure against its coming in broad daylight while they played
about (care - free)?
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7:99 - Did they then fell secure against the plan of Allah? But no one can feel Secure from
the plan of Allah except those (doomed) to ruin!

1068 - The nations which as a body could not be won over to Allah’s Law Perished.
7:99. gsvsvTDMSIT F5tpFFUANV GBS DY6UT BN YFFLD BT 5%/ ML LT BT
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7:101 - Such were the towns whose story We (thus) relate unto thee: there came indeed
to them their Apostles with clear (signs): but they would not believe what they

had rejected before.Thus doth Allah seal up the heart of those who reject faith. 1070
Those who have heard the Message and rejected it find it

more difficult afterwards to retrace their steps, Evil has
blocked the channels of Allah's grace to them. It begins with
their breaking their Covenant with Allah; with each step
afterwards they fall deeper and deeper into the mire.
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7:164 - When some of them said: “‘Why do ye preach to a people whom Allah will destroy or
visit with a terrible Punishment?” Said the preachers: “to discharge our duty to your Lord
and perchance they may fear him.”1138

There are always people who wonder, no doubt sincerely,
what good it is to preach to the wicked. The answer is given
to them here: (1) every man who sees evil must speak out
against it; it is his duty and responsibility to Allah; (Z) there is
always a chance that the warning may have effect and save
a precious soul, This passage has a spedal meaning for the
times when our Holy Prophet was preaching in Makkah,
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7:175 - Relate to them the story of the man to whom we sent our signs but he passed them:

so satan followed him up and he went astray. 1149
Commentators differ whether this story or parable refers to a
particular individual, and if so, to whom. The story of Balaam
the seer, who was called out by Israel's enemies to curse
Israel, but who blessed Israel instead, (Mum. xdii., wodiii.,
wxiv,) is quite different. It is better to take the parable in
general sense. There are men, of talents and position, to
whom great opportunities of spiritual insight come, but they
perversely pass them by, Satan sees his opportunity and
catches them up. Instead of rising higher in the spiritual
world, their selfish and worldly desires and ambitions pull them
down, and they are lost,
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7:176 - If it had been our will we should have elevated him with our signs; but he inclined to
the earth and followed his own vain desires. His similitude is that of a dog: if you attack
him he lolls out his tongue or if you leave him alone he (still) lolls out his tongue. That

is the similitude of those who reject our signs; so relate the story; perchance they
may reflect.

1151 - The dog, especially in the hot weather, lolls out his tongue, whether he is attacked
and pursued and is tired, or he is left alone, It is part of his nature to slobber. So with the
man who rejects Allah. Whether he is warned or left alone, he continues to throw out his dirty
saliva. The injury he will do will be to his own soul. But there may be infection in_his euvil
example. So _we must protect others. And we must never give up hope of his own
amendment So we must continue to warm him and make him think, (7.176)
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7:179 - Many are the Jinns and men We have made for Hell: They have hearts wherewith
they understand not eyes wherewith they see not and ears wherewith they hear not. They
are like cattle nay more misguided: for they are heedless (of warning). 1153

Cf. ii. 18. Though they have apparently all the faculties of
reason and perception, they have so deadened them that
those faculties do not work, and they go headlong into hell.
They are, as it were, made for Hell.
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7:181 - |Of Those we have created are people who direct (others) with truth and|
dispense justice therewith.
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16:88 - Those who reject Allah and hinder (men) from the path of Allah for them will We add
penalty to penalty; for that they used to spread mischief.
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16:25 - Let them bear on the Day of judgment their own burdens in full and also (something) of
the burdens of those without knowledge whom they misled. Alas how grievous the burdens
they will bear! 2048

Their responsibility or crime is twofold: (1) that they rejected

Allah's Message, and (2) that they misled others. Their

Penalty will also be double. In vi. 164, we are told that "no

bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another”™, This is

against the doctrine of vicarious atonement. Every man is

responsible for his own sins; but the sin of misleading others is

a sin of the misleader himself, and he must suffer the penalty

for that also, without relieving those misled, of their

responsibility.
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16:77 - And the decision of the Hour (of Judgment) is as the twinkling of an eye or even

quicker: for Allah hath power over all things. 2110
The key to all things-not only those which we see and

understand, but those which we do not see or of which we
hawve no idea-is with Allah, Whose knowledge and power are

supreme.
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19:83 - Seest thou not that We have set the Evil Ones on against the Unbelievers to
incite them with fury? 2527
Under the laws instituted by Allah, when evil reaches a
certain stage of rebellion and defiance, itis left to gather
momentum and to rush with fury to its own destruction. Itis
given a certain amount of respite, as a last chance: but failing
repentance, its days are numbered, The godly therefore
should not worry themselves over the apparent worldly
success of evil, but should get on with their own duties in a
spirit of trust in Allah.
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19:86 - And we shall drive the sinners to Hell like thirsty cattle driven down to water 2528



Mote the contrast between the saved and the doomed. The
one march with dignity like honoured ones before a king, and
the other rush in anguish to their punishment like a herd of
catte driven down by thirst to their watering place. Mote the
metaphor of the water. They rush madly for water but are
plunged into the Fire!
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21:1 - Closer and closer to mankind comes their Reckoning: yet they heed not and
they turn away. 2662
Every minute sees them nearer to their doom, and yet they

are sadly heedless, and even actively turn away from the
Message that would save them,.

21:1. 10657517 565 YU HEBEDL_ I FH600TS5 S MFITT600T Gl (515 UL L &/ ([BT6T), 246076
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21:2 - Never comes (aught) to them of a renewed Message from their Lord but they listen to
it as in jest In each age, when the Message of Allah is renewed, the very people who should



have known better and welcomed the renewal and the sweeping away of human
cobwebs, either receive it with amused self-superiority, which later turns to active hostility,
or with careless indifference. 2663

In each age, when the Message of Allah is renewed, the very
people who should have known better and welcomed the
renewal and the sweeping away of human cobwebs, either
receive it with amused self-superiority, which later tums to
active hostility, or with careless indifference.
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21:12 - Yet when they felt Our Punishment (coming) behold they (tried to) flee from it. 2673

When they had every chance of repentance and reform, they
rejected Allah's Message, and perhaps even put up an open
defiance. When they actually began to feel the Wrath
coming, they began to flee, but it was too late! Besides,
where could they flee to from the Wrath of Allah? Hence the
ironical appeal to them in the next verse: better go badk to
your |luxuries and what you thought were your permanent
homes! Cf. Christ's saying in the present Gospel of 5t.
Matthew (ii. 7): "O generation of vipers, who hath warned
you to flee from the Wrath to come?”
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21:13 - Flee not but return to the good things of this life which were given you and to your
homes in order that ye may be called to account. 2674

See |ast note. "You thought your homes so comfortable: why

don't you go back to them? You wil be called to account.

Perhaps there may be rewards to be given you, who knows?

This irony is itself the beginning of the Punishment. But the

ungodly now see how wrong they had been. But their signs

and regrets now avail them nothing. Itis too late. They are
lost, and nothing can save them.
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21:14- They said:"Ah! Woe to us! We were indeed wrongdoers!”
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21:15- And that cry of theirs ceased not till We made them as a field that is mown as ashes

silent and quenched.2675
The two similes present two different aspects of the
lamentation of the ungodly. When they really see the Wrath
to come, there is a stampede, but where can they go to?
Their lamentation is now the only mark of their life. But it dies
away, as corn vanishes from a field that is being mown, or as
a dying fire is slowly extinguished! They do not die. They wish
they were dead! (boovii. 40).
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21:10- We have revealed for you (O men!) a book in which is a Message for you: Will ye not
then understand?
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17:36- And pursue not that of which thou hast no knowledge; for every act of hearing or of seeing
or of (feeling in ) the heart will be enquired into(on the Day of Reckoning). Note:2222

To attain true submission and servitude (‘uboodiyyah) to Allaah, the Lord of
the Worlds. Many people are slaves to their whims and desires
and are not true slaves of Allaah. They say that they are slaves of Allaah, but when they are
tested they turn on their heels and lose out in this world and in the Hereafter
Calamity is a lesson in Tawheed, faith and trust in Allaah It shows you in a practical sense
what you really are, so you will realize that you are a weak slave, and you have no strength
and no power except with your Lord, then you will put your trust in Him in a true sense, and
will turn to Him in a true sense, and put aside your position, pride, arrogance, self-admiration
and heedlessness, and you will understand that you are poor and in need of your Lord, and
you are weak and need to turn to the Most Strong, the Almighty, may He be glorified
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JUST TO REMIND YOU OF THE PAST:
Islamic History (Chronology)

1212: Battle of Al Ugab in Spain, end of the Al Mohad rule in Spain.The Al Mohads
suffer defeat by the Christians in Spain at the Al-Ugba. The Al Mohad Sultan An Nasir
escapes to Morocco where he dies soon after. Accession of his son Yusuf who takes over
title of Al Mustansir.

1568: Alpujarra uprising of the Moriscos (Muslims forcibly converted to Catholicism) in
Spain.

1571: The Ottomans are defeated at the naval Battle of Lepanto, and their dominance in the
Mediterranean is brought to a close.

1591: Mustaili Ismailis split in to Sulaymanis and Daudis.

Islamic History(Chronology)



19" Century (1800-1899) C.E.

1803: Shah Abdul Aziz ibn Saud assassinated by a Shia fanatic. Shah Shuja proclaimed as
king of Afghanistan.

1805: Ibn Saud captured Madinah defeating the Turk garrison.

1811: British occupied Indonesia.

1828: Russia declared war against Turkey.

1830: French forces landed near Algiers and occupied Algeria ending 313 years rule of Turks.
1832: Turks defeated in the battle of konia by Egyptian forces.

1839: Defeat of Turkey by the Egyptians in the battle of Nisibin.

1840: Quadruple Alliance by the European powers to force Egypt to relinquish Syria.

1847: Amir Abdul Qadir surrendred to France under the condition of safe conduct to a Muslim
country of his choice but France violated its pledge and sent him as a captive to France.

1850: Ali Muhammad Bab arrested and executed by Iranian government. Qurratul Ain Tabira, a
renowned poetess and staunch advocate of Babism also shot dead.

1857: British captured Delhi and eliminated Mughal rule in India after 332 years.Last Mughal
Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar was exiled to Rangoon in Burma This was also the end of 1000
years of Muslim rule over India.

1859: Imam Shamil laid down arms before Russian forces and the Islamic State of Daghestan
became a Russian province.

1876: Britain purchased shares of khedive Ismail in the Suez canal and got involved in Egyptian
affairs.

1879: Treaty of Berlin. Turkey lost 4/5" of its territory in Europe.

1881: France invaded Tunisia and the Bey acknowledged supremacy of France as a result of
the treaty of Bardo.

1882: Egypt came under British military occupation.




1895:

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian claimed prophethood.

20" Century (1900 -1992) C. E.

1901:
1901:
1904:
1907:
1912:
1914:
1914:
1916:

Ibn Saud (Abd Al-Aziz) captures Riyad.

French forces occupy Morocco.

Morocco becomes a French protectorate under the Conference of Algeciras.

The beginning of the Young Turks movement in Turkey.

The beginning of the Muhammadiyyah reform movement in Indonesia.

Under Ottoman rule, secret Arab nationalist societies are formed.

World War 1.

Arab revolt against Ottoman (Turkish) rule. Lawrence of Arabia leads attacks on the Hijaz

Railway.
1918:world War | ends on November 11.
:Syria and Damascus become a French protectorate.

1922:
1924:
1928:
1934:
1934:
1936:
19309:
1941:

Mustafa kemal abolishes the Turkish Sultanate.

The Turkish Caliphate is abolished.

Turkey is declared a secular state.

War between King Abd al- Aziz and Imam Yahya of the Yemen.

Peace treaty of Ta'lf.

Increased Jewish immigration provokes widespread Arab- jewish fighting in Palestine.
World War 11.

British and Russian forces invade Iran and Reza Shah is forced to abdicate in favor of his

son Mohamed Reza Shah in Iran.

1943:
1945:

Beginning of Zionist terrorist campaign in Palestine.
End of World War 11:



1948: Creation of state of Israel. Arab armies suffer defeat in war with Israel.

1980: Beginning of the Iran-lraq war

1989: Iran- Iraq comes to an end with much loss of life.

1990: Military annexation of Kuwait by Iraq under Ba’athist leader Saddam Hussain, is reversed
in 1991 by a coalition of United States-led forces.

Present Day:

Cechniya, Bosnia, Kosovo, Malaysiya, Indonesia-in focus with todays’ Islam in Sri Lanka,
India,Pakistan, and the whole of Middle East except Saudi Arabia (in conflict with Al-Quran and
Hadith)

Turkey
Although intellectual debates in the role of Islam attracted Widespread interest, they did not

provoke the kind of controversy that erupted over the issue of appropriate attire for Muslim women.
During the early 1980s, female college students who were determined to demonstrate their
commitment to Islam began to cover their heads and necks with large scarves and wear long,
shape - concealing overcoat. The appearance of these women in the citadels of Turkish
secularism shocked those men and women who tended to perceive such attire as a symbol of the
Islamic traditionalism they rejected. Militant secularists persuaded the Higher Education Council to
Issue a regulation in 1987 forbidding female university students to cover their heads in class.
Protests by thousands of religious students and some university professors forced several
universities to waive enforcement of the dress code. The issue continued to be seriously divisive
in the mid —-1990s. Throughout the first half of the 1990s, highly educated, articulate, but
religiously pious women have appeared in public dressed in Islamic attire that conceals all
but their faces and hands. Other women, especially in Ankara, Istanbul, and Izmir, have
demonstrated against such attire by wearing revealing fashions and Ataturk badges. The issue is
discussed and debated in almost every type of forum-artistic, commercial, cultural, economic,



political, and religious. For many citizens of Turkey, women’s dress has become the issue- at
Least for the1990s- that defines whether a Muslim is secularist or religious.

Date as of January: 1995

CNN- Kurdish leader Ocalan sentenced to death for treason — June 29, 1999

A Turkish court found Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan guilty of treason Tuesday for his role
in leading the armed struggle for Kurdish self- rule. i

CNN — Ocalan savs Turkish amnesty could disarm rebels — August

Condemned Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan said his rebels would hand in their
weapons if Turkey offered an amnesty to end nearly 15 yet
http:/cnn.com/WORLD/meast/9908/13/turkey.ocaln.retut/ - Size 29.7k

Turkish Earthquake Last Updated Aug 19,1999- 7:37 PM EDT Over
12,000 Dead in Turkey Quake, Millions flee Homes

-Two Million Turks Ordered Outdoors On Quake Fears - Reuters (08/19/99)

As most people are aware, an earthquake which has been measured at up to 7.8 on the Richtor
Scale struck Northwestern Turkey on August 16. Due to this unfortunate happening, many people
were left homeless and without food. There are many ways one may help these victims. Version
Francaise.

Turkey is put on alert amid warnings of a second earthquake as hopes fade of finding many more
survivors from Tuesday’s devastating quake.



Queueing for survival
More then 115,000 buildings collapsed, many of them multi-story apartment blocks, home to
dozens of families.
The number of dead now stands officially at 12, 418 although the authorities say more than 30,
000 other bodies may still be buried in the rubble.
Fearing the worst, Turkey has asked the United Nations for help in obtaining 45,000 body bags.
Some bodies are being buried quickly in mass graves with photographs taken to assist relatives
with identification at a later date.
But the effort is now being concentrated on looking after the survivors — an estimated 200,000
homeless people, many living in tent cities, often with no water supplies.
Heavy rain is hampering the relief effort in north - western Turkey, six days after the
country’s worst earthquake in 60 years.
Wednesday August 25 5:57 PM ET

Religious Say Quake Is Divine

A radical Islamic group, Hezbollah, smashed windows and bottles at a state-owned Liquor store in
Istanbul the day after the quake, blaming booze peddlers for bringing damnation on Turkey. A
construction worker blamed such things as the state’s closing of religious schools, restrictions on
Koranic courses and its ban on head scarves in public buildings.

“l believe God is punishing us because of that campaign, “said the young man, who wouldn’t give
his name.

Former prime minister Neemettin Erbakam, the Islamist Leader who was pressured out of office
by the military in 1997 for violating the country’s secular principles, called the quake a “divine
warning.”



68:44- Then leave Me alone with such as reject this message: by degrees shall we punish them
from directions they perceive not 5625 5626

5626-We must not be impatient if we see the wicked flourish. It may be that the very appearance
of flourishing here may be a part of the punishment. There may be an eventual punishment by a
sort of Cataclysm; but evolutionary punishment is gradual and sure. Allah may punish wicked
people by granting them respite and providing them worldly benefits in abundance, which
encourages them in sin and transgression So when they are finally are seized by the Wrath of
Allah they are caught suddenly and utterly unprepared, as it were , red handed while
engrossed in disbelief, a life of impiety and open revolt against their Lord! (68.44)

15:3 - Leave them alone to enjoy (the good things of this life) and to please themselves: let (false)
Hope amuse them; soon will Knowledge (undeceive them). 1936 1937

The foolish and the wicked set great store by the pleasures of this world. In their pride they think
they have all knowledge. In the fulness of Knowledge they will see how wrong they were.
Meanwhile those who have received the Light should not for a single moment wonder at the
apparent prosperity of the ungodly in this world. They should leave them alone, confident in the
goodness and justice of Allah. (15.3)

15:4 - Never did We destroy a population that had a term decreed and assigned beforehand. 1938

1938 Kitabun ma’lum: Literally, “a writing known”. There are many shades of meaning implied. (1)
For every people, as for every individual, there is a definite Term assigned: their faculty of choice
gives them the opportunity of moulding their will according to Allah’'S Will , and thus identifying
themselves with Allah’s Universal Law. During that term they will be given plenty of rope; after that
Term is past, there will be no opportunity for repentance. (2) Neither the righteous nor the ungodly



can hasten or delay the doom: Allah’s will must prevail, and He is All-Wise. (3) The destruction of a
people is not an arbitrary punishment from Allah: the people bring it on themselves by their own
choice; for the fixed Law or Decree of Allah is always made known to them beforehand, and in

many ways. (15.4)

NOTE:

C88 - YPWavkind have the pature of good created within them: yet doth llah by 5is
Signs keep up a constant Qeminder to men of /5is Holy (Vames. Those who evr scarce
vealise how gradually they fall into sip.

Their respite has a term; the doom must come, and it may be on a sudden. So humbly draw
nigh to the Lord. Declare His Glory, and rejoice in His service.

abdeenara@sltnet.lk- , www.abideendhawwa.com, Ucrescents7@gmail.com, Tel:2369669

It is now up to mankind to stop their evil ways and turn to following Allah’s way, if they do that then the
Divine Punishment can be prevented. But if they continue in their ways, then these natural disasters will
continue and man will most probably destroy itself .

Earthquake) Floods, Global warming, Lightning, Wild

Fires,Hurricanes, lava flow, meteor crater, dust storm, blizzard, [iICICIUDHON
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